
The construction of the Yu-
pukari School Teachers’ 
House will commence on 
the 1st February this year. 
The construction is expected 
to last for five months. The 
estimated sum for the pro-
ject is G$16,921,906.00. 

The building will have two 
apartments with two bed-
rooms each. The other 
spaces will be the living 
room, kitchen, dining area 
and bathroom. The building 
will cater for two families or 
four single teachers. The 
floor of the building will be 
raised 2 feet 6 inches above 
the ground level. The struc-
ture of the building will be 
reinforced concrete and the 
walls of hollow concrete 
blocks. The structure of the 
roof will be timber. Services 
to the building will include 
plumbing, sanitary facilities 
and electrical installations 
[solar system to be in-
cluded]. 

Ramesh Barker, who re-

cently contracted Katoka’s 
Primary School, is the con-
tractor of this project and 
has asked the villagers to be 
very respectful to the outside 
workers who will be coming 
in to work here because he 
does not want any child or 
children left behind. 

Laborers from the village 
will be needed to work 
alongside the crew that will 
be coming. A full-time cook 
is also needed to cook for 
ten workers and will be paid 
G$45,000.00 per month. 

A group of guys were fetch-
ing sand from the other side 
of the river to this side of the 
river landing. Most of them 
have now left to seek jobs 
elsewhere. More persons are 
needed to fetch sand and are 
expected to resume fetching 
on this coming Monday. The 
persons will be paid 
G$5,000.00 per truck load to 
the work site. Also the 
gravel already accumulated 
at certain sites along the 

road going out to Lethem is 
too fine and the contractor is 
requesting coarse gravel and 
plenty of it. Most of the 
materials are already on site 
and more will be brought in 
very soon. 

TEACHERS HOUSE TO BE BUILT 

YUPUKARI HOSTING ANOTHER VOLUNTEER 
Jessica Underwood is living in 
Yupukari and is staying with 
Sarah Ambriz at Kaigan House. 
She is twenty-two years of age 
and from England. She gradu-
ated from college in July last 
year in Graphic Design. 

She said she had been in Guy-
ana before and really enjoys 
being here. 

She will be living here until 
June this year, when she is 

hoping to work with another village, 
possibly Surama, where she has also 
visited before. 

Jessica began adult computer lessons 
yesterday and she was very excited 
about the turnout. This program is 
five weeks, and will be held at the 
Yupukari Public Library Tree house, 
starting at 1pm until 3pm. She said 
parents can get to see what their chil-
dren are doing at the afterschool pro-
gram, which the children will attend 

at 3pm until 4pm.  

The first week is learning to do the ba-
sics of  the computer, the second week 
will be learning to make pages, the third 
week  to access the Internet, the fourth 
week to use email, and the fifth week 
continuing with email and also uploading 
photos and receiving emails. 

Jessica is also working with Mark Hol-
den to set up swimming lessons for stu-
dents as part of this year’s athletics 
sports. 
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A picture of what the completed building 
would look like. 
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relates to how Yupukari got its name and 
also describing some cultural belief sites. 
Rosita says she will be doing all the ponds 
also. 

This is 
some-
thing 
persons 
in the 
village 
should 
help with 
because 
there are 

many persons who have great stories. “The 
way this place is developing, many of the 
cultural practices are fading out. This is 
something that should be maintained while 
development makes life easier,” Rosita 
said. 

It is great to use elderly people to educate 
the younger ones so as to carry on what the 
elderly already know and this can be some-
thing that can always be maintained in this 
community. 

Rosita Roberts, who with Janissa 
Ernest, was at Bina Hill Institute [BHI] 
last year learning more about the new 
Amerindian Act and writing proposals, 
is one of the twelve who were 
chosen to work in their communi-
ties and will be paid a monthly 
salary. Currently she has been 
doing village mapping by taking 
Global Positioning Points [GPS] 
in the village and sending the 
coordinates through email to BHI. 

Another project she is doing is a 
resource on archeology, which 

Combrencent Ernest, the current shop- 
keeper, has been working at the village 
shop since 21st May 2009. He received 
a stipend of fifteen thousand dollars for 
one month and nothing for the rest of 
the months. 

He says that he is “very curious” to find 
out what became of the one million 
dollars that was given to the village to 
start up a shop. He states that he is the 
seventh shop keeper from when the 
shop opened. “When I took over the 
shop, the present Toshao gave me thirty 
thousand dollars to run the shop by 
putting in some items, such as kerosene 
oil, gasoline and other things,” he said. 
He also said that he knows where some 
of the money was spent and that a very 
large amount of money cannot be ac-

counted for. There are many persons who 
owe the shop money, and he would be 
grateful if persons can pay up their debts, 
since they have been carried for a long 
time now. The money is needed to buy 
more stock for the shop and to try to re-
build the capital. 

As Shop Committee member, Com-
brencent wants to come together with the 
rest of the Committee members, along 
with the past shopkeepers and the former 
Toshao Isaac Rogers, who Combrencent 
said was the one who received the grant, 
to get some accounting done. When asked 
the former toshao about the money he said 
he did not receive the grant and that he 
was not a toshao as yet when the money 
was given to the village. Combrencent 
wants to hold this meeting soon so as to 

report at the next Village General Meet-
ing. 

please leave the traps alone. The project is for 
the education of village youth and also for 
the development of another tourist attraction, 
which creates jobs for villagers.   

What is done with the small reptiles from the 
buckets is that photos are taken and then they 
are released back into to the wild. 

The will be printed placed at certain spots 
where persons can identify the names in 
Macushi. If anyone knows the name and 
cannot spell it, they can come to the library to 
get some assistance. The picture, the Macushi 
name, and the scientific name will be used at 
the YPL as a teaching resource. 

Last year was a difficult year for the Wild-
life Club small reptiles monitoring pro-
gram. There were some very interesting 
small reptiles, beetles and frogs captured, 
until someone decided to steal the buckets 
from the main landing of the river and also 
from another site, along Ashley’s landing.  

Persons knowing what the buckets were for 
still took them and also the mesh, which is 
same type used to strain kari. 

Rupununi Learners Inc. bought more buck-
ets and mesh. Members of the Wildlife 
Club have installed traps at two different 
sites. Once again persons are asked to 

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECT IN YUPUKARI 

VILLAGE SHOP 

PIT TRAPS 

“The way this place is developing 

many of the cultural practices are 

fading out. This is something that 

should be maintained while 

making life easier.” 

One of many bugs caught in the pit 

traps. This insect when threatened will 

explode a hot liquid from the bottom of 

its abdomen. 

Editor: Shamir Khan 

Yupukari village office and shop 

Bombardier beetle  


