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Yupukari VS Yakarinta

Yupukari Village was able to get the man is Anthony Roberts, Treasurer  village. These persons will be paid
sum of five thousand dollars [$5000.00] Vladimir Laurindo, and Secretary $1600 per day for approximately
US from the German Government. This Clifton Laurindo. The Committee mem- two weeks.

money is being used to get water closer bers are Bryan Alphanso, Alma Tho-
to kitchen gardens, since water has bee mas, Cindy Lawrence, Orcima Law-

a hurdle in doing gardening on the hill. rence, Sylvester Holden, Combrencent
Ernest, David Thomas and John Rob-
erts. Members were elected from dif-
ferent areas of the community so wher
ever they attend a meeting they can gc
back and let the people who live aroun Thirty-four households on the farm-

Bryan Duncan says the project is
already late in starting from the date
when the agreement was signed,
and he hopes that villagers will co-
operate and try to make things hap-
pen quickly.

The Coordinator of the project is Bryan
Duncan, who was chosen by the Tou-
shao and his deputy without consulting
him, but he says he is still happy to help

out. them know what's happening. ers list will be given tools to accom-
Most of the tools needed for the project . . ; hes for pipe | h plish the work. Files have already
were bought at R&R Hardware in Digging of trenches for pipe lines has been issued to the farmers.

been concluded by means of village se

Lethem. Some of the items that were on hel
elp.

the needs list were not purchased, due
to the expense. Some of the monies tha Fetching of sand and gravel to the site
had been set aside for transportation  are also being done on a self help basi
had to be used instead to pay for tools, with lunch provided every day.

says Bryan Duncan. The laying of two-inch pipes and build-

At a Village General Meeting held on ing of three-foot trestles at the end of
the 8h of January 2009 a Farmer’s each trench will be done by Bryan Dun
Executive body was formed The Chair- can along with five laborers from the

Digging of trenches

Inez Dorrick, a grade eight teacher at Yu- build a toilet for the use of teachers and visi
pukari Primary School, has been attendin¢ tors , since there is no proper pit latrine for
the Cyril Potter College of Education adults in the compound.

(CPCE) programme in Lethem for the pas
three years to achieve her CPCE trained
teacher certificate.

This project is part of her CPCE assessment £~
Inez said, “if I do not finish the project by the &
time they set, which is this month-end, | woule
Inez says she missed the first semester in be failed regardless of passing the exams.” £
Year One and still managed to pass her e
ams from there on. The programme is con
ing to an end and she hopes to graduate t
coming July.

The pit latrine will be used by teachers and vi
tors and will be kept locked up when there are
none around.

The trainees were asked to do a project tt
would benefit their villages. Inez chose to Inez helping with the construction



0% ! literacy level improvement in Yupu-
kari with the arrival of books and the
( recently installed internet library.

Nappi Nursery school has 44 stu-
The mission of Rupununi Learners Incor- tional and is a benefit to the village.” R dents. Miss Doreen and Miss

porated (RLI) is to “build and support is starting in Parishara with the Nurser' | oretta are interested in getting more
Community Learning Centers in the Ru- ~ School first, to be followed by the pri- picture books and more big books.
pununi region.” mary school if every thing goes well wi They are asking for help with mak-

An outreach visit by RLI representatives N€ Project. Currently there are not maiing a Storyroom like the one in Yu-
Anthony Roberts and Shamir Khan, accor books in the newly-built nursery schoo pukari Nursery School. The ship-
panied by Peace Corps volunteer Sarah | € tWO nursery teachers shared som¢ ment sitting in Georgetown also has
Ambriz, was made to Parishara and Napp their frustraﬂon.s t?achlng there for ten ga |ot of cloth for making floor cush-
on 28h November 2008. years. They said, “We are very happy 1 jons, dolls, puppets and curtains to

o . be getting books, especially new book help with this, enough for both
The purpose Of the visit was to f|nd out because we've been using the same Nappl and Parishara Nursery SChOOlS

what Nappi and Parishara people think pooks over and over. We also need ca to make Storyrooms.

about receiving reading books for their  settes or cds with nursery school sorig
schools, and to see the progress they are

making in preparing shelving for the books
A shipment of five thousand library books
for Nappi and Parishara, as well as Quata
Katoka and Yupukari arrived in George-
town recently, although as yet there is no
exact date when these books will arrive in
Yupukari for distribution.

Nappi Village has a public library whict
is open once a week on Fridays, and tl
are working on opening it more often.
The librarian is funded by Guyana Boo
Foundation. Nappi Primary has 194 st
dents and they have a school library
which has a lot of books that are dona
by the Ministry of Education. The head

Parishara Senior Councilor Edna King re- mistress Petronella Regis said they wc sarah and Anth g
marked, “I feel very good about getting the pe interested in receiving reference arah and Anthony discuss-

books and | support anything that is educé hooks. She was also curious about the mgpvgliﬂ;rt::sz;;agx;so'of

%& nity to be the pilot village for voluntourism.
Right now RLF is recruiting four volunteers

who Katoka will host from June to August
2009. If more than four can be recruited, Yu-
pukari will have the opportunity to receive
two voluntourists this year as well.

“Voluntourism” means tourists who are the first year of hosting volunteers
paying to volunteer. They are travelling, requires more money. The volunteer
but the way they are experiencing travel are graduating university students wt
is by living and volunteering in a com- will live in the host village for 10 to
munity. By recruiting voluntourists Ru- 12 weeks, from June to August. The RLI is in the process of seeking permission
pununi Learners Incorporated (RLI) will plan also calls for a host family in from the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs and
be able to afford to spread Primary and every village, responsible for the vol- also from the Ministry of Education to make
Nursery school libraries throughout the unteers well-being and meals. Part o this plan successful.

Rupununi, as a first step toward buildingthe voluntourist fee is set aside to pa
more community libraries, like the Yupu-for their food and four months salary
kari Public Library. for the host family. Another part of
the fees is for RLI, to pay for outreact
to the host villages and for administra
tion of the project (two new salaried

Desmond Michael the toushao of Katoka said
it would be great hosting the voluntourists
since literacy needs to be improve and also
some families will benefit. He also said its a
lot of work to build a new house due to the
one identified not in a good state for living,
also pit latrines needs to be built.

RLI's plan calls for four voluntourists in
the first year that a new village partici-

pates, with 2 voluntourists sent to them o -
every year after that. Once a village get?os't'ons)' Additionally RLI gets 10%

: i . of every voluntourist’s fee to pay for

involved it is never abandoned. The mair? . .
. i i If all goes according to plan more villages

reason for the higher number of volun- the costs of running Caiman House g glop g

teers in Year 1 is that housing will usu- Field Station, which is what makes it ‘_Ni” get the opportunity of hosting voluntour-
ally need to be built , or an existing possible to have such a project after ISts.

house will need to be fixed up, and a pit all.

latrine will also probably be lacking, so Katoka Village is getting the opportu-
Editor: Shamir Khan



